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Oil Spill Dominates Coverage
April 20 - July 28
Percent of newshole

Oil Spill Economic 2010 Afghanistan Immigration
Crisis Elections
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Oil Spill Coverage Over Time

Percent of newshole
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Public Interest vs. Coverage

Percent of respondents very closely following the BP spill compared with coverage
(percent of newshole)

News
coverage
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Note: The dates listed above correspond with the News Coverage Index schedule,
which operates Monday through Sunday. The public interest survey was initially
conducted Friday through Monday but switched to a Thursday through Sunday
schedule as of May 13. The Pew Research Center for the People & the Press is
responsible for the News Interest Index.
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Top Storylines of Oil Spill Coverage

Percent of oil spill newshole

Government's role 17%

Corporate responsibility 27

Environment and business

impact/cleanup and containment &

Date Range: May 10 - July 28, 2010
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Coverage of BP vs. the Obama Administration

Percent of oil spill newshole

e e

Y O L e —————

0! R s e e e
Corporate

responsibility
30

20 S 2= S

10; P R
Government’s
role
0 T 1 L Ll L L] 1 pl 1 L] L)

& Q> N N >
& R & \’\;\??\ 3 ) > \»»’*‘ o &F L oY
¢ N '\, ,.\'

PEW RESEARCH CENTER'S PROJECT FOR EXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM

heritage.org E



’@;,e itabe Foundation * Energy & Environment

RSHIF FOR AMERICA

Obama Administration’s Handling of the Spill

Percent approved
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Top Lead Newsmakers
Percent of oil spill stories

Barack Obama 11.6%
Tony Hayward 3.8
Thad Allen 1.8
Billy Nungesser 14
Bobby Jindal 13
Joe Barton 1.2
Doug Suttles 1.2
Robert Dudley 1.0
Ed Markey 0.6
Kenneth Feinberg 0.5
Ken Salazar 0.5

Note: Barack Obama includes President
Obama and the Obama Administration
as a newsmaker

Date Range:
April 20 - July 28, 2010

PEW RESEARCH CENTER'S PROJECT
FOR EXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM

heritage.org E



’@;,ﬂ itoge Foundation * Energy & Environment

DR AMERICA

Oil Spill Coverage by Media Sector

Percent of newshole

Cable Network Online Radio Newspaper

Date Range: April 20 - July 28, 2010
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Oil Spill Coverage
by Cable Channel

Percent of newshole

CNN MSNBC Fox News

Date Range: April 20 - July 28, 2010
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Number of Weeks as a Top Five Story

Mainstream Blog YouTube Twitter
Press Index

Date Range: April 19 - July 28, 2010
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Clogging the Pipes | How ‘top kill’ is supposed to stop the flow

In the next week to 10 days, engineers plan to try a ‘top kill’
by pumping drilling mud from a ship.

The drilling mud will travel 5,000 feet to a manifold and into
the choke and kill lines of the blowout preventer to stop the
oil flow. If this is successful, workers will pump in cement to
seal the well,

If the drilling mud fails, engineers may try a ‘junk shot’,
literally pumping golf balls, tire pieces and knotted rope into
the blowout preventer.

The manifold is used to attach tanks filled with components
such as drilling mud or golf balls if they are needed.

Source: BP
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The blowout preventer
is 54 feet tall.

ANNULAR PREVENTERS
Can create a seal around the drill
pipe or seal off an open wellbore
when there is no pipe.

CONTROL PODS

Receive electrical signals from the
rig and direct the movement of
hydraulic fluid. Upper portion has
electrical parts; the lower portion
has hydraulic valves. Only one pod
is activated at a time.

BLIND SHEAR RAM
Cuts the drill pipe and completely

- seals the well.

CASING SHEAR RAM

Cuts drill pipe or casing in an
emergency when the rig needs to
disconnect from the well quickly,

ACCUMULATORS

Store fluid sent from the rig. During
an emergency, pressurized fluid
from these canisters can provide
force to power the blind shear ram.

PIPE RAMS

Seal off the space between the
outside of the drill pipe and the well
bore and keep the pipe centered.

TEST RAM
Used to test the rams above it,
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OIL SPILLED

Avg. barrels perday* sox m 63K Measured in: Gallons
4,900,000

barrels since Gulf disaster began

1991 PERSIAN GULF SPILL

2010 BP GULF
OIL DISASTER

* Based on August 2 government estimate of 4.9 million barrels with +/-10 percent uncertainty.
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GULF COAST OIL LEAK
OIL LEAK WIDGET

. GALLONS LEAKED EMBED THIS:

Y] 19012005 5| |[Erm—

org/ newshour / rundowh

i foil-tickers"
ADJUST LEAK RATE = height="300"

style="align:center:
2,604,000 cauoay Jll 55V SCIRNE0SIRESES

OIL FLOW HALTED OM JUL 15 Frd < >

CURRENT LEAK ESTIMATES {UPDATED AUG 2) TICKER & YIDED:

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 1,470,000 GALDAY [PERaa o N
BP (WORST CASE) 2,520,000 GALDAY JELLREAYEFFR L P IER
org/ newshour/ rundown
ey | /01 l-ticker
GULF LEAK METER € fwideo.html™
height="490"
MORE INFORMATION | GET THIS WIDGET | SHARE style=ralign:centers v

< »

EXPERTS" WORST CASE 4.200,000 GAL DAY

)

heritage.org



@Im" tage “Foundation,

ASHIF FOR AMERICA

Energy & Environment

°
Galveston

Gulf of
Mexico

LAYERS
Click to turn ON or OFF

@) Loop current

() === Oil on shoreline

@ By the numbers
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Click play button or drag scrubber to track oil spill
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Close [
Oil spill by the numbers
(as of Sept. 3)
137 days:

Since oil rig explosion
206 million

Total gallons spilled, according
to government estimates

5,059:

Number of vessels involved

3.9 million:

Feet of sorbent and containment
beom deployed

34.7 million:

Gallons of cil and water
mix recovered

39,885:

Square miles of federal waters
closed to fishing

6,168:

Number of wildlife, includin
birds, turtles and doliphins found
dead in spill area

}C-dUSB of death not officially
inked to the oil spill)
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President Obama’s Approval Rating
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Recommendations

1. Use digital media more effectively
2. Tell compelling stories
3. Don’t let others define the narrative

4. Establish trust for your industry
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Thank you

Robert.Bluey@heritage.org
Twitter: @RobertBluey
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