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July 26, 2018 
 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Member of Congress, 
 
With this letter, we ask that you become an original co-sponsor of the “Advancing the Quality and 
Understanding of American Aquaculture Act” or the “AQUAA Act” being circulated by Rep. Steven 
Palazzo (R-MS). This draft legislation reflects a comprehensive effort to increase U.S. production of 
healthful, sustainable and affordable seafood and we strongly encourage your support.  
 
Offshore Aquaculture is one of the fastest growing, sustainable forms of food production in the world 
and has the unique potential to improve American food security and nutrition, enhance coastal 
resiliency, create quality jobs, help restore species and habitats, and ensure that seafood (both wild-
caught and farmed) continues to be an important part of the global food supply. By growing domestic 
production of seafood through aquaculture, we can benefit the American economy, our public health, 
the environment and create jobs in our rural and coastal communities. 
 
Unfortunately, U.S. aquaculture is currently constrained by disjointed federal leadership and numerous 
regulatory hurdles, including overlapping jurisdiction of federal, state and local governments, and the 
absence of an efficient and affordable permitting process, particularly in U.S. federal waters.  
 
To overcome these regulatory hurdles and lay the groundwork for a viable U.S. offshore aquaculture 
industry, the AQUAA Act provides a comprehensive, nationwide permitting system for, and 
management of, marine aquaculture facilities in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). It authorizes the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to facilitate responsible aquaculture 
development in federal waters through a streamlined regulatory process and increased interagency 
coordination that preserves existing environmental standards. A more robust domestic aquaculture 
industry will stimulate the economies of our coastal communities, expand opportunities for US-based 
feed producers and increase consumption of healthy seafood by American consumers. 
 
To ensure the final AQUAA Act reflects the needs of American businesses, communities and ecosystems, 
the undersigned organizations commit to working closely with Rep. Palazzo, the House Natural 
Resources Committee and the AQUAA Act’s co-sponsors throughout the legislative process to fine-tune 
the bill so that it addresses any outstanding challenges, of which we do not anticipate many.  
 
With your leadership on federal aquaculture policy, our nation’s potential to become a pioneer in 
sustainable, marine seafood production will become a reality. As that new reality unfolds, markets for 
increasingly efficient American fish feeds will expand exponentially, marine-based job creation will 
abound, and a consistent supply of 100% traceable, local, healthful seafood will be made available to 
American consumers.  
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On behalf of the organizations listed below, we ask you to become an original co-sponsor of the AQUAA 
Act so that we may see the development of commercial-scale, responsibly-managed, affordable 
aquaculture become a reality for the betterment of American businesses and of our citizens. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Kathryn Unger 
Cargill 

Wayzata, MN 
 

Tony Dal Ponte 
Pacific Seafoods 
Clackamas, OR 

 
Max Holtzman 

Pontos Aqua Advisors 
Washington, DC 

 
Eric Buckner 

Sysco 
Houston, TX 

 
Horace Dawson 

Red Lobster 
Orlando, FL 

 
Bill DiMento 

High Liner Foods 
Portsmouth, NH 

 
Todd Madsen 

Blue Ocean Mariculture 
Kona, HI 

 
Michael Kelly 

Woods Hole Group 
Lanham, MD 

 
Matt Kimball 

Pentair 
Minneapolis, MN 

 
David Kelly 
InnovaSea 

Boston, MA 
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Sean O’Scannlain 
Fortune International, LLC 

Bensenville, IL 
 

Randy Rhodes 
Harvest Select 
Northport, AL 

 
Bill Taylor 

Taylor Shellfish 
Shelton, WA 

 
Jeff Gay 

Protein Products, Inc. 
Gainesville, GA 

 
Mark Frisch 

Beaver Street Fisheries, Inc./Sea Best Corp 
Jacksonville, FL 

 
Matt Walker 

National Restaurant Association 
Washington, DC 

 
Jonathan Eisen 

International Foodservice Distributors Association 
McLean, VA 

 
Tim Charters 

National Ocean Industries Association 
Washington, D.C.  

 
Jonathan White, RADM, USN (Ret.) 
Consortium for Ocean Leadership 

Washington, DC 
 

John Connelly 
National Fisheries Institute 

McLean, VA 
 

George Chamberlain 
Global Aquaculture Alliance 

Portsmouth, NH 
 

Stan Harris 
Louisiana Restaurant Association 

Metairie, LA 
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Margaret Pilaro  
Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers Association 

Olympia, WA 
 

Chris Nelson 
Bon Secour Fisheries 

Gulf Oyster Industry Council 
Bon Secour, AL 

 
Michael Lee 

California Aquaculture Association 
Chico, CA 

 
Linda Cornish 

Seafood Nutrition Partnership 
Arlington, VA 

 
Bob Rheault 

East Coast Shellfish Growers Association 
Toms River, NJ 

 
Dan Swecker 

Washington Fish Growers Association 
Rochester, WA 

 
Neil Sims 

Ocean Stewards Institute 
Kona, HI 

 
Stephen Eddy 

Center for Cooperative Aquaculture Research 
Franklin, ME 

 
Bill Walton 

Auburn Shellfish Lab 
Dauphin Island, AL 

 
Jerry Schubel 

Aquarium of the Pacific 
Long Beach, CA 

 
Roger Bowgen 

The Town of Greenwich Shellfish Commission 
Greenwich, CT 

 
William T. Hogarth, Ph.D. 

NOAA Assistant Administrator for Fisheries (2001 – 2008) 
St. Petersburg, FL 
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Joe Cardenas 
Aquaco, LLC 
Ft. Pierce, FL 

 
Kelly Lucas 

Thad Cochran Marine Aquaculture Center 
University of Southern Mississippi 

Ocean Springs, MS 
 

Michael Chambers 
University of New Hampshire 

New Hampshire Sea Grant 
Lee, NH 

 
TJ Tate 

Seafood.Life 
Annapolis, MD 

 
Kevan L. Main, Ph.D. 

Mote Aquaculture Research Park 
Mote Marine Lab 

Sarasota, FL 
 

Don Kent 
Hubbs- Sea World Research Institute 

San Diego, CA 
Melbourne Beach, FL 

 
James Sullivan 

Florida Atlantic University 
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute 

Ft. Pierce, FL 
 

Jennifer Bushman 
Route to Market, LLC 

Reno, NV 
 

Tim Zeigler 
Zeigler Bros., Inc. 

Gardners, PA 
 

Jacqueline Claudia 
LoveTheWild 
Boulder, CO 

 
Charles Siebenberg 

Aqquua, LLC 
New York, NY 
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Derek Figueroa 

Seattle Fish Company 
Denver, CO 

 
Donna Lanzatta 

Manna Fish Farms, Inc. 
Southhampton, NY 

 
Daniel Benetti, Ph.D. 

Department of Ecosystems and Society 
RSMAS – University of Miami 

Miami, FL 
 

Vince Bryan III 
Whooshh Innovations 

Seattle, WA 
 

Camron King 
Sterling Caviar 

Elverta, CA 
 

Rex Ito 
Prime Time Seafood, Inc. 

Los Angeles, CA 
 

Lisa Vollbrecht 
Kampachi Farms, LLC 

Kona, HI 
 

Alan Shaw 
Calysta, Inc.  

Menlo Park, CA 
 

Dr. Hillary Egna 
Oregon State University 

Corvallis, OR 
 
 

 
 


